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picks up her books and shoes and 
stands up. 
"I think I'll go on to bed. Goodnight, 
Bug:' 
No one has called Hazel by her real 
name in twenty years. ,Rother started 
the nickname when they were first mar­
ried. It used to be "Love Bug" a long 
time ago. She turns off the television 
and goes to bed. 
Down the street, there is a group of 
teenagers standing around outside, 
listening to a car radio and laughing. 
Lying in bed, Hazel tries not to hear. 
What are they laughing at? She thinks 
they might have been listening when 
Tom told her to see a psychiatrist, they 
know no one believes her. She moves 
over in the bed, further away from 
Rother. She gets as close as she can 
to the edge, where she can pretend she 
is all alone. □
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